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CHAPTER   X The • Drafta
The Origin of the l>raisia
Indian tradition finds a supernatural origin for every form of literature and so it does for the drama. The oldest work on dramaturgy available at present, the Jfatya Sastra of Bharata which is a treatise on music, dance and drama, gives the following episode about the origin of the drama. The gods assembled together requested Brahma 10 compose a new Veda, to give pleasure to the eyes and the ears of all classes of people alike. Brahma took the element of recitation from the Rig Veda, music from theSama Veda, mimicry and representation from the Yajur Veda and the sentiment from the Atharva Veda* Siva contributed tandava, the dance representing the violent emotions. Parvati provided lasya* the dance of the tender emotions and Vishnu contributed the four kinds of dramatic styles. Visvakarma* the divine architect, constructed a theatfe in Paradise and the sage Bharata was instructed by Brahma in the art of stgae-craft. The transference of this new Veda* the dra^aa, to the world is. due to sage Bbarata and the Bharatavakya is a homage to the founder of the dmma-
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